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the changes that come from the coalescence of words^ in
a Sanskrit sentence; next, it must be taught with the appro-
priate stops that belong to the metre, and only after this is it
taught as a whole. It generally takes a child three days to
learn it perfectly.
When the gayatrl has been imparted, the boy offers some
of the nine specified kinds of wood to the fire. He takes each
piece in his right hand, dips it in clarified butter, and puts it
' in the flames, repeating the appropriate verse.
A line of water is then made round the fire, and the boy
stretches out his hand to the flames, pulls it back, and presses
it to his heart, saying: c May Agni protect me and give me
help; may Sarasvati give me intellect, and the Sun give me
light'.
The lad is now considered ceremonially pure, no longer of
low caste, but a Twice-born Brahman, and so he touches his
own head, eyes, nostrils, hands, arms, limbs, and the different
parts of his body to purify them also.
The third finger of the right hand is considered by the
Hindus to be the most auspicious finger;1 and it is with
the third finger that the boy touches some of the ashes of the
sacred fire and puts them on his forehead, his throat, his right
shoulder, and his heart. Next, he bows to the preceptor,
repeating as he bows his own new name and his family name,
and, what is more astonishing, his preceptor's name. (According
to the Scripture a man should never mention his own name,
a guru's name, a miser's name, or the name of his eldest son,
or of his wife. This seems to be the only time that a disciple
ever does mention his guru's name.)
Then his teacher blesses him and wishes him a long life,
and the boy bows to him and to all his elders ajid betters who
are present.
1 It is interesting to notice that the first, the index finger, is the in-'
auspicious finger, and is the one used at death ceremonies, Hindus have
exactly the same objection that we have to pointing at any one with the
first finger. This is doubtless one of our many common family traditions.